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SocialL CHANGE AND SociAL OrDER iIN RURAL AND
URBAN SocCIETY

it iz oftin said thol chunge is the
anly unchanging aspect ol soclety.
Anyone living in modern socicly does
not neeed Lo be remidnded that constant
change is among the most permanent
fealures af our society. In fact, the
discipline of sociology ltscll emerged
as an effort 1o make sense of the mpld
chunges that Western European
soclkely had experienced betwern the
sevenleenth and nineteenth cenlurics.
But though soclal change

seems such a8 common and obvious
fact aboul modern Hfe, 1L is -
comparilively speskdng — a very new
and recent fet. N s estimated that
hurman beings have existed on phinet

earth for approsimaiely 500,000 ({ive
lakh) years. bul they have had o
civilised existence lor only nbout 6,000
years, Of these clvilised years, 1L is only
in Lhe st AD0  Lhat we have seen
constant and rapld change; even
within these years of change, the pace
has aceeleraled only in the last 100
yveurs. Beenuse the speed with which
change happens has been inereasing
steadily, (L is probably true thit in Lhe
Iast hundred vears, change has been
faster in the last fily years than in
the first fifly. And within the Last. fifly
yeurs, the world may have :lmrq.,ﬂl
more in the last twenly vears than in
the first thirty...

only at 1158 and 50 seconds! Yet
‘the kst

: The Cloek ol Human Histary

memmmmwmmrq million years. Agniculiure,

of fixed settlements. is anly about twolve thousand voars old.
mvﬂtmmwmimﬂunmlimnmmnnmm;fmurm IfFse were to think:
dthrmﬂm,gm of humiin existence thiis far as i day (stretohing from midnight
to midmightl. sgricultiore would have come Into existence at 156 pm and
civilisations ol 11:57. The development of modern socleties would gof onderway

thirty seconeds of this human day is in all the Ume kading up it
'mmwcnﬂmmw 4th edition, p.46).
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as mmich change has taken place m,




Activity 1

Talk to your elders ant make a list
n!lhzihmﬁlhumn'ﬂfnmut (1) chicd
it exlsi when purciils were
,]'ﬂ“l'n&ﬂ; mﬂih]dhinut ﬂﬂil-ﬂhﬂi

m Hlack & ﬁhtm,fmlnur ™
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ann clothes: plastic buckets; ete -
did it exist in your parenis'/

Mmum‘
Emymalmnhen !ﬂ.tllhm
that ::tntabd in your purr.uia‘j'

SoCiaL THANGE

‘Soctal change” is such a general lenm
that Il ean be, and oflen is, used o
refer Lo almas] any kind of chonoge not
qualificd by some olher lerm, such as
ceonomic or politienl chinge,
Sociologists have hod Lo work hord 1o
lmil this broad meaning in order o
nuike the term more specille and
henes useful for secinl Theory, AL [
most basie level, soclal change refers
Lo changes that are signifleant — that
k5. chusnges which nlier the ‘underlying
st ructure of an ebject or siluation wer
a period of Hme' (Gliddens 2005:42),
Thus soclal change does nol inchude
any and pll chuinges, bl only big ones,
changes which (ransform things
undamentally. The "bigness' of
change I8 measured not only by how
much change it brings aboul, but also
by the seale of the chiange, thal s, by
how larpe a seciion of socely ILallecis
in other words, changes hiave o be
both Inlensive and extensive — hove o

big impoel spread over a large seclor
of sociely —in order Lo gualily a2 soclal
chunge

Even after this kKind of
gpecilieation. socin!l change still
remuing o very broad lerm. Attempls
Lo further qualify It usually ry (o
clissdfy It by fis sourees or causes; by
s noture, or the kind of mpact i has
on soctely: and by s pace or speed.

For coample, eyolullon is the nmme
glven o @ kind of chonge thol takes
plce slowly over i lony perdod of Ume,
This lerm was made Banous by the
natural selentist Chardes Thrwin, who
proposcd o theory of how living
organisms cvolve — of change slowly
ovet severml centuries or even millenia,
by udnpﬂng themselves: 1o natural
clrenmstances, Darwin's theory
cinplusized the (den of "the survival off
the lllest” — only those lfe forms
mianage th survive who are best
ndapled Lo thelr environment: those
it pare unable Lo adapl or are (oo show
iy i s0 e ol i e Tong un. Dorwln
supggesied (hat human beings evolved
[ron sea-borme e oroes (or vaciclics
of fish] lo land-bosed mammals,
passing through varlous siages the
highest of which were Lhe varous
viarielles ol monkeyvs and chimpanaces
until finaslly the homo saplens or
human form was gvolved.  Although
Darwin's theary referred o nolural
processes, (L was soon adapled Lo the
social waorld and wos ermed “social
Darwinisan’, n theory thal cmphasised
the impodanee of pdaplive change, In
vonlrasi lo evelutionary change,
change thal oceurs comparalively
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guickly, even suddenly, s sometimes
cailled “revolutionary change’. TS used
muinly in the political context, when
the power structure of sociely changes
very mpidly through the overtlirow of
i former ruling cluss or group by ks
challengers, Examples include the
Freach revalullon (178999 and the
Soviel or Russian revolution of 1917,
Bl the lerm has also been ussd more
generally Lo reler Lo shirp, sudden and
(ol imnsformuatlons of olher kinds as
well, such ps in the phrase industrial
revolulion® or 'lelécecommunications
revolution’, and so on,

Activity 2

Reter o the: disaussions nbout the
-nq;y:i:mm:ndmzmm
‘nrross before n your luthdukm
Whist were the major kinds of chartge |
thiat oncln bt sbma? Would

Types of change thiat are identified
by Lheir nature or impact include
structural change and changes in
ideas. values and beliels.  Structural
change refers o transformutions in
the structure of socicty. [y lis
institutions or the rules by which
thi=me mstilulons are run. [Recall the
discu=ssion of scrial strueture [mom the

previous chapler) For cxunple, the
emergence of paper moncey as
eurrency muirked a major change in
the organisadtion ol fnancial naackels
nnd transactions. Until this change
came aboul. most forms of currency
invalved precious metals HKe gold and
sllver. The value of the ¢oin was
directly linked (o the value of the gold
or silver il conlnined. By contrast, the
value of i paper cirrency nole bos no
relationship lo the value of the paper
It iIs printed on, or the cost ol s
printing, The (des bebind paper
money wis (hal o meditm or means
for facilliating the exchinge of goods
und scrvices need not lsell be
irlrinsically. valuable, As long as L
fepresents values vonvincingly — Le.,
os long as (U inspires rust — almost
nnything can lunction as money, This
Iebe=e wins [he Toumitbalion for the eoedil
markel und helped change the
sirtcture of banking and loance,
These changes In lurn produced
luribier changes in the organisalion of
erenomic e,

Changes in values and belicls can
nlso lead (o social change. For
cxiumple, changes in the kdeas and
bellefs aboul children and chilkihood
have brought aboul very mportant
kinds of svcial change, there was a
time when children were simply
considered amall adblls — there was
no special concept al childhood as
such, with s associaled notlons of
whil was fghl ar wrong {or childien
lodo. As lale as the 181h cenluey for
example, I was considered good and
proper that children stad Lo work as
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soon ns they were able Lo, Children
were oflen helping their Gimilies al
wark [rom Lthe age of [lve or six; the
carly actory system depended on the
lubour of children. I was during (e
19{h and early 20th centurdes that
ldens aboul childhood as a specisl
stage of life gnlned inllucnee, it then
became unthinkable lor small
children Lo be al work, and many
eounlrics passed laws bunning child
labour. Al the same lime, there
emergetl ideas aboul compulsory
cducntion, and children were
suppased (0 be in school mther than
al work, and many ws were passed
for this as well, Although there arc

some indusirdes in our country that
even loday depend on child labour at
least purtindly fauch as carpel weaving,
sl ten shops o restauranls, malch-
silek making, and so on), child labour
is illegal and employers enn be
punisher ns eriminals,

© Bul by far the most comman way
of elassifving social chonge s by s
canses or Sourees. Somelimes the
rauscs are pre-classilled inlo
internal |or endogenpus) and
cxlernal (or exogenous) cnuscs,
There are (ive broad Lyped of sources
or eauses of social change;
environmental,  lechnologlieal,
economic, politfeal and vultural,

Students in a ¢lssroom
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Environment

Nature, ecology and the physical
environmment have always had a
significant influence on the striucture
and shape of soclety. This was
particularly true in the past when
human heings were unable to control
o overcome the effects of nature. For
example, people living o a desert
enviromment were unable (o practise
=ettled agriculiure of the sort that was
posstble in the plains, near nivers and
s0 on. So the kind of food they ate or
the clothes they wore. the way they
carned their Bvelthood. and thetr
pattemns of soctal interaction were all
determined to a large extent by the
physical and climatic conditions of

thetr environment. The same was e
ior peaple lving in very cold cimates,
or m port towns, along major trade
ToULes or rountam passes, or in feriile
river valleys. But the extent to wiich
the environment influenices soclety
has been decreasing over Hme with the
increase in lechnologicdl resources.
Technology allows us Lo gvercome ar
adapt to the problems posed by
nature, thus reducing the differences
between socletles ltving in different
sorts of environmenits. On the other
hand. techmology also allers nature
and our relationship Lo I In new ways
[see the chapler on environment (n
ihits book). So it Is perhaps more
siccumle to say that the effect of

B
f



nature on soclely Is changing tuther
than simply declining,

Bul how, you mighl ssk, does Lhis
aflect social chunge? The environment
oty hive shaperd societies, but how did
it play any role in social change? The
casicst and most powerful answer 1o
this gquestlon can e found in notoeal
disasters,  Sudden and catastrophie
events such as carthgquakes, valeanie
eruptions, loods, or tidal waves (like
the (surami that hit [luhlnt!i*-hl. Sri
Lisnka, the Andiman ks wnd paris
of Tamil Nadu in Dwmlw‘:mlh] cin
change societies gquite drastically.
These changes are oflen irreversible,
that s, they are permanent and don't
allow n reurn Lo the way things were,
For exsmple, IL is quile possible that
many of those whose livelihoods wene
destroyed by the isunammt will never be
able (0 return (o them again, and that
uwany of the coasial villages will have
their ocial struclure completely
dliered. There ane numerons inslonces
of nuluml disnsiers leading o o lolp]
transformuntion and somelimes lolal
destruction of socielies in hislory,
Environmental or ecological faclors
need not only be destructive 1o canse
chinge, they can e constructive as
well, A pood example is the discovery
of oil in the desert regions of Wesl Asia
discovery of gold in California in the
19th ventury, oll reserves in the Middle
East have complefely transformed (he
socletivs in which they were [ound,
Covmliies HKe Sanich Acabiin, Kuwnll or
the United Arals Emirales would be very
different today withoul thelr oll weallh,
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Technology and Economy

The combinatlon of technologieal and
cconomic change has been responsible
for Immense soctal changes, specially
in the modern period.  Tedhnology
allecis soclety in o wide variely of ways,
As=een above, 1L eun help us Lo resist,
vonlrol) adapl Lo or barness nature in
dillerent ways, In combinition with the
viery powerful lustloudlen of the muarkel,
technologleal change can be as
impressive In lts soclad lmpacl as
nalural faclors like a tsumuml or the
discovery ol oill. The most famous
instariee of massive and immediaiely
visible social eluwige brouglit aboul by
Leclhinological change is the Thidusirial
Revolution (tself, which yvou have
alrcady read about,

You will surely have heard of the
massive sovial impaet made by the
steam engine. The discovery of steam
power allowed emerging forms of large
seale industry o use of @ source of
energy that was not enly far stronger
thon animals or human beings, but
was alse capable of econtinuous
operation without the nced for rest
When hamessed (o modes of ransport
like the stepm ship and the raflway, it
transformed the cconomy and social
geography of the workd. The mailroad
cnabled the wesbward expansion of
industry amd trade on the American
cortinent and in Asia. o India oo,
the railways have played a very
imporlan! role in shaping the
coeanomy, specially in the frst cenfury
alfer thelr introduction in 1853.
Stegmships mude ocean voyasdes
much faster wnd much more reliable,

thereby changing the dynnmics of
internnlional trade and migeation,
Both these developments ereated
glgantle ripples ol change which
allected not anly the economy bul also
the social, cullural and demographic
dimensions ol world society.

The importance and impact of
steam power became visible relatively
guickly: however. someiimes, the
social impact of iechnological changes
becomes visible only retrospectively.
A technologienl invention ordiscovery
may produce llmiled lmmediale
elleels, as though Il were lylng
dormonl, Some later change in the
eeonomic conlext may suddenly
change the spcidl significance of the
same invention and give i recognition
as a hislorie ¢ventl. Examples of this
are the discovery of gunpowder and
wriling paper in China, which had
only limited impact for cenfurics uniil
thicy were inscrted into the context of
Illwmliﬁltlg Western Europe. From
thatl vantage point, given the
advaniage of enabling cirvomstances,
gunpowder helped Lo transform e
lechnology of warfare and the paper-
prinl revolullon chanped sociely
lorever. Another example eloser to
home (2 the case of lechnological
innovatlons in the textile induslry in
Britain. In combination with markel
furces and imperial power, the new
spinning and weaving machines
destroyed the handloom industry of
the Indinn subcontinent which was,
until then. the largest and mosi
advanced in the world.



Activity 3
Have xhu noticed ather such
h 1 nlmugu -rhh:h h:m

Think of the photo copying moochine
and its impact. Have you ever
thought of what things were like
‘belore phutn capying became =0
cheap und freely availoble? Another
example could be the ST teleplime
boaths. Try (o find out how people
communicated  before thm
lulq:l!mna boathes tiad a)
very few homes hud tele
conmeotions. Moke n list o nl]zu:r :

Somelimes changes [0 economie
arganisalion thal are nol direcily
lechnological cun also change sociely.
In a well-ktown hilslorlcal example,
plantation agriculiure — that is. the
prowing ol single cash crops ke
sugareane, lea or cotton on a large
scale — created a heavy demand for
labour. This demand helped Lo
establish the institufion of slavery and
the slave trade between Africa, Europe
aund the Americas between the 17ih
snd 190h conturies, o Indi, too, the
fea plantations of Assam ionvolved the
forced migralion of labour rom
Eastern Indin (specially the Adivasi
aivas of Jharkhand and Chhallisgarhi).
Today, in matyy parts ol the world,
chianges in customs dulics or turllls
brought uboul by international
agreemenis and institutions like the
World Trade Organisation, can lead o
enlire indusiries and occupations
belng wiped out or {less allen) sudden
homms or periods ol prosperity for
olther Industries or occupations,

Politics

In the old ways of wriling and
recounting history, the wctions ol
kings and gueens secmed (o be the
most lmportint forces ol soclal
change, Bul os we kriow now, Kings
and gqueens were Hhe representalives
ol larger pollllcal, social and economic
trends.  Individudls may lndeed have
had roles lo play, bol ey were parl
ol a larper vontext. In Lthis sense,
political lorces have surely been
among the mos) lmportant chuscs ol
siptinl change. The elennest examples
are found in Lhe history ol warkare,
When one soclely waged war on
another and conguered or was
vonguercd, sovidl change wits usually
an Immedlale consceguenee.
Stnelimes, conguerors brooght the
seeds ol chanpge and planled them
wherever they wenl Al other Umes,
the vcongqueréd were aelually
successiul in planting secds of chinge
among Lhe conguerors atd
translormed Uthelr soclelles. Allhough
there are many such cxamples in
history, ILls Interesting Lo consider g
modern Instanee — thal ol the United
Slales givd Japan.

The United States won o [amogs
vicldry over Japan in the Second World
Wur, parily Lhfough Lhe use ol a4
weapon of moss desiruelion never
seen before in human history, the
nueclear bomb, Afler the Jupanese
surrender, the United States oceupied
and ruled over Japin for several years,
bringing aboul lots of changes,
including land reform In Japan.
Japanese industry, al Hmnt Hme, was
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teying very hard o copy Americnn
industry and learn from (1. By the
1970s, howover, Japanesse industrial
technigues, specially in liclds lie car
munufieturing, had gone fr ahead of
the Americans, Belween the 19708
and [1990s, Japancse industry
dominated the world and loreed
changes in the indusrial organisation
of Europe and specially the Uniled
Stales, The Indusirial lnndseape of
the Unlled Sinles in porllcalar wis
decisively altered by the impact of
Japanese indusidial technology nnd
production gsraanisation. Large,
teneditionally dominant indusires like
steel, aulomablles and heavy
crgineering sulfered major setlacks
and had o festruclure themselves
acvording (o Japanese lechnologieal
and  management prim-.li:h'_-;.
Emerging ficlds like cleclronies were
also plonecred by the Japanese.  In
shorl, within the space of Tour
decades, Japan hod turned the lables
un the Uniled States, bot through
ceonomic and lechnologieal means
cather thon warfare,

Palltien] changes necd not only be
inlermatlonal — they ‘can have
cnarmous social impact evenal hoine,
Although you uiay nol have thought
ol it this way, the Indian independence
movement did not only bring about
palithcal change in the form of the end
of Brilish rule, L also decisively
changed Indinn soclely. A more rmoeent
lnstnnee. s Lo be Tound in the Nepali
people’s rejection of monarchy in
2006, More generally, political
changes bring aboutl social change

through the redistdibution of power
neross different social groups
nnd eliss=s,

Considered fromm this viewpoelnt,
univer=nl adull franchise — or the "one
person, one vole” principle — s
probably the single biggest political
cHange in hisiory. Uniil modern
demoemeles (ormully empowered the
prople wilh the vole, and until
clectlons beeame mandalory for
exeroising legitimale power, sociely
wis struciured very dillerenily. Kings
nnd gueens claimed Lo ruile by divine
right, and they were nol really
nnswerabile 1o the vommaon people,
Even when demoeratie prineiples of
voting were [iest inlroduced, they did
nol include (he whole population —
in' fnel ouly o small minorily could
vole, or had any say in the lormation
of the government. in the beginning,
the vole was resiticied Lo those who
were born inlo high sialus social
groups ol parleular mee or cthnleily,
or Lo wedlibhy men who owned
property,  All women, men of lower
cliasses or subordinated ethnicfiles, and
the poor amd working people in generil
were nol allowed 1o vole,

it is only through long struggles
that universal adull franchise came (o
be estublished s 0 norm. O course,
this did nol abolish all the inequalities
of previous cras. Even Loday, nol all
countres follow democratle forms of
rule: even where clections are held,
they can be manipulaled: and peaple
can conlinue 10 be powerless Lo
influence the decisions of Lheir
governmenl. Bul despile all this, it



cunnot be denied that universal adult
lranchise serves as o powerul narm
that exeris pressure on every sociely
and every government. Governments
misl now al least appear o Secll (e
approval of the peaple in order (o be
considered legithmate, This has
broughtl massive soclal changes in
ils wake.

Cullure

Cullvire Is used Hete as o shorl Laiwd
for a very wide [eld of ldeas, values,
beliels, that are mportant o people
aryd help shape Lhedr lives, Choanges
In such ldeas and beliels lead natarally
lo changes In soclal lfe. The
commonest example of a4 soclo-
cullural nstitution that has had
cnormous soclal lmpact is rellglon.
Rellgious beliefs and noring Have
hedped organiae sochely and W is bardly
surprising that changes in these
beliels have helped Lransiorm soclely.
So important has religion been, that
some scholars have lerided W0 define
clvilisalions in religlous lerms and Lo
see history as the protess of
Interaciion belween religlons.
However., as with other lmportant
lactors ol social change. religion oo
s conlexlual — il Is able Lo produce
cliecls In some conlexis bul pot n
olhérs. Max Weber's sludy “The
Prolcstanl Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism’ showed how the religipus
beliels of some Chriatian Prolesinnld
sccls helped 10 establish the capltia st
socinl system. 1L remning ene of (e
most famous examples of the lmpacl

of eulluml values on economic and
social change. In indin oo we find
muany examples of religion hringing
aboul social chunge. Among Lhe best
known are the lmpacl of Buddhism on
social and politieal e o ancent India,
and the widespread influence of Lhe
Blaktl Movement on medievad Social
siructure including the caste system.,

A differenl example of cultural
clusnge leading Lo social elunge can
be seen n the evolution of kleas about
the place of women in seelvty. In the
modern era, as women have strupgled
for equalily, they have helped change
sociely in many ways. Women's
slrugiles have also been helped or
hindered by  other historical
circumstitnees.  For example, during
the Second World War, women in
western countres sturted 1o work in
factories doing jobs thal they had
oever done before, jobs which had
always been done by men.  The [aet
that women were able to build ships,
operate heavy machinery, manufacture
armaments and so on. helped
esstablish their claims Lo equanlity. Dut
it 5 egually true that, had [ not Been
for the war, they would have had to
siruggle for much longer. A very
dilf¢rent instance of change produced
by Lhe positlon of women cin be scon
I 'consumer advertising. In most
urban socielies, 1L s women who taloe
most of the everyday deelsions about
whal 1o buy lor their houscholds: This
has mude ndvertisers very sensitive (o
the views and perspectives of womien
s consumers, Stgnilicant propartbons
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of advertising expenditune are now
directed ot women, and this in tuen
hos ellects on the medin, 1n short, the
cronomic role of women stacts o chain
of changes which cun have a larger
socinl lmpacl. For cxample,
advertisemenis may lend o show
women as declsion-makers and as
tmportant people in ways that would
nol have been econsidered or
encournged before. More generally,
mosl advertisements used (o be
addressed o men: now they are
addresaad as much lo women, or, in
some  sceclors  like houschaold
applinnees and consumer goods,
mainly Lo women, So UL Is now
coonomileally lmporfant lor advertisers
and manufaclurers o pay allention
to whit women think and fvel.

Yol another instance of culiaral
change bringing aboul suctal clhiinge
can be lound in the history of sporis,
Cames and sporls have nlways been
cxpressions of popular culture thol
somelimes: acquire a4 lol al
lmportince, The game of eriekel
began as a British arisloeratlc
pastlme, spread Lo the middle and
working classes of Britaln, and (rom
there o Brillsh colonieés aeross the
world, As the game acquired roots
oulside Britain, il allen lurned inlo a
svmbol of pational or raclal pride,
The very different history of intense
tivalry in erlckél shows the social
imporance of Spord in a very lelling
manner. The England-Australia
rivalry exprissed Lhe resenlmend of the
socially  subordinaled  colony

[Australin) pgainst Lhe dominant
upper class centre of autharily
{(England], Similarly, the complele
world dominance of the Wesl indies
ericket tenm disfing the 19704 and
19808, was nlso an expression af
racial pride on the parl of n colonised
prople, In India, oo, bealing England
nl erickel was always seen as
something special, particularly helore
independenee. Al anather level, the
immenss papuladiy ol crickel in the
Indian sub-continent hias allergd the
commaercial profile of the gune which
i now driven by the interests of South
Asian ang, specinlly Indinns,

As will be clear ffam the above
discussjon, noe single actor or theory
can account fur social change. The
cnuscs of Social change muay be
internal or external, the resull af
deliberale actlons or accidenial
evenfs, Moreover, the causes al socinl
change are often inlerrelated,
Economic nnd lechnologieal causes
oy alsg hove a euliorml component,
politles may be inlluenced by
environment. 1L s imporiant lo be
aware of the many dimensions al
socinl change and Its varded forms,
Chiange Is an imporiant subject for
us because the pace of change in
modern and specially conlemporiey
times is much faster than what it
used o be before. Although socinl
change s beiler undersiood
retrospectvely — afler iU has already
oecurred — we also nead Lo be aware
of it as L happens, and Lo prepare for
It in whalever ways we can.
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The meaning ol social evenls or
processss ollen bovomes clair through
coplmsts, Just as the letlers on Lhe
page that you are reading become
legible because they contrast against
the buckground. In the same way,
social change as a process acquires
meaning against the backdrop of
continuity or fack of change. 1 may
sound cdd, but change makes sense
as a coneeplonly Il there are also some
things thal are nol chunglng, so thut
they offer the possibillily of cotuparison
or eanlmsl, In other words, soclil
change has Lo be understood Llogether
with soclal order, which Is Lhe
lendeney within established soedal
systems thal  resists and regulales
chuge,

Another way of looking st the
refationship between spcial change and
social order is (o think about the
possible reasons why society needs (o
prevent. discourage, oral least control
change. Inorder Lo establish itsell as o
strong and viable soclal systeny, every
anclely musl be able (0 reproduce (isell
over UWime amd makalain 5 stabilily.
Stability requires thal things conlinue
more or less as they are — that people
continue (o follow the samic rules, that
similar aclons produce similar results,
srd more pencrally, thatl individoals
and institntions behave in a firly
prodiciable manner.

Mﬂﬂigr!:
Wet nire imsied (o thinking of sameness
‘o boring and chonge as exciting:
this is also trae. of course — change
mbe!unmdhnh:-nfdnmm
be really dull Bul think of what jife
would be like If vou were forced to
- change all the tme... Whot if
never, mgﬂﬂumhﬂﬁ
lt.lmeh ﬂﬂ]r d:jr mmlhlnu-,

| m Jn.vnuﬂln

hmqu-
mdan“hruhmdﬂhuﬂ-
~each thme? ‘Think of olher areas of
- whete vou would like Uhings

e, Mmq‘m Mm
muhfsmrﬂﬁ: where you want
Mﬁh%@hﬂw 'h:yur
think about the reasons why you
want o don’t want tfhungn in

particufar insmnees:

The above argumenl wns an
absiracl and genernl one aboul Lhe
possible reasons why sociclics muay
need Lo resist change. Bul there ane
usually more cancrele nmd specifle
reasons why societles do tn faced resist
change. Remember whol you read
aboul secial struclure and social
sirutiflication in Chapler 1, Mosl
sociitles mosl of the Ume ane sioatifled
iny vnegual wavs, thal s, the diferent
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sirala are dilferently positloned with
respecl o commnnd over economie
resourtes, social status amnd political
power. 1L s nol surprising that (hose
who are favourably placed wish for
things 1o continue as they are, while
those who are sullering disndvantiages
are anxlous lor change, So the ruling
o dominant groups In sociely
generally resist any soclal changes
thal may nlier thelr Status, becnonse
they havwve o vested inlenest in <labilily,
On the olher boomed, Hhe subordinaled
or oppressed groups have n vesied
tnterest in chunge, ‘Normal' candillons
usually favour the rich and powerful,
and they nre able lo restst change.
This Is another broad reason why
aocielles are generally stable,

However, the notlon ol social orgder
f8 not resiricted to the idea af
resistance o change, 1L nlso has a
maore positive meaning, 1 refers (o the
active nuiinlenanee and reproduction
of partieular patlern of sovinl retatlons
and of valies and norms.  Brosudly
speziking, social orler an be achieved
in one af lwo ways — when people
sponlnneously wish Lo ablde by o sel
of rules amnd norms; or when people
are compelled in various waiys Lo obey
such norms. Every soclety cmplovs a
combination of these methods Lo
sustain soclul arder,

Spontancous conscol o sSocial
order derives ullimately Irom shared
values and porms which are
internalised by people through the
process of socialldnilon, [Reviall the
discussion of soclalisalion in
Introducing Soclologyl. Socialisation

may be more or less eflicient in
different contexts, bul however
ellicient (L is, it cun never completely
erase the will of the individual., In
other words, soclallsation cainnol (urm
people inlo progrummed fobols — |
eannol produce complete and
permanent genssnd [or ol norms at
all times, You may have expericneed
this in your own lves: rules or bellefs
which sevin very nolural and right al
one poinl of lme, don'l scem' so
pbvidbudly correel al olher Umes. We
gquestion things we believed in the
past, nnd change our minds aboul
whal we regard as righl of wrong,
Squpetimes, we way éven relurn Lo
belliefs we onee held and then
nbandoned, only (o rediscover them
afresh al some [aler stage of life or in
dilferent elreumstanees.  So, while
soctalisntion docs tuke on much of the
buirden of producing social order, it Ls
never cnough by liscll

Thus, most modern soclelles muasl
nlsn depend on some form of power or
cocrvion o ensure thad instilutions
nnd individuals conform Lo established
soclal norms, Power 1S usually defined
us the ability to make olhers do whal
vou want regacdicss of what they
themselves wanl, When a relationship
of power is stiable and settled. and the
partics involved have become
necusiomed Lo thelr relilive positions,
we hive o aftoation of dominotion, T
n social entity (a person, instliulion
or group) is routinely or Babiiually in
n positlon of power, (L is sald o be
dominant, In normal thnes, dominonl
institutions, groups or individunls
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exerrise a decisive Influence on society.
it = nol as though they are never
challenged, but this happens only in
abmonmal or extraordinary times, Even
though (L Implics Lhat people are being
forced to do things they don’t
necessarily want Lo do, domination in
normal Umes can be guile “smooth’, in
the sease of appearing (o be without
Irictlon or leosion. |[Revlsil the
disrusainn ol Torced cooperllon” fmom
Chapler 1. Why, {or example, did
wornen nol want lo elnbm thelr righis
in their Bumnilles of birth? Why did they
‘vonsenl’ 1o the poat darchal norm?)

Domimntion, Authority and Law

How is 1L that domination can be nog-
cotdrontational even when | clesrly
involves unepusl relationships where
costs and benellls are unevenly
distribited? Part of the answer we have
alreatdy gol from Lhe discussion of he
previous chapler — dominant groups
exlracl cooperallon In unegual
relullonships becise Ol Lhelr power.
Bul why does this power work? Does
it work purely beeause of the Uhreal of
the use of [oree? This is where we come
to an imporant conecpl in soclology,
that of legitlmation. '

In socinl lerms, legliimary relers
to the degree of aveeplance that s
involved in powee relalions. Samething
that §s legitimale |s acoepled as proper.
Just and fitling. In the broadest sense,
it is acknowledged (o be part ol the
social controel Lhal is currently
prevalling. In shorl, legltimacy implies
eonformily (o existing norms of right,

propriety and justice. We hove already
seen how power s delined in society;
power in lisell is simply o (et — L can
be either legitimale or not, Authority
is defined by Max Weber ns leglUmate
power — Lhal |s, power considervd (o
be justified or proper. For example, a
pallce officer, a judge, or o school
teacher all exercvise dillerent kinds of
authorily as part of their jobs. This
authorily s explicitly provided W them
by their olfictal job desceriplion — there
are writlen dovuments specifying their
authority, amd whal they may and may
ool dao.

© The fact that they hove auihority
atutomatically bmplies that other
members of soclely — who have
ngreed (o ablde by its rules nnd
regulations —musi obey this nothority
within lis proper dosnain. The domain
of the judge is the ¢ourl romm, and
when eitizens nre in the court, they are
supposed Lo obey e judge or defer 1o
her/his authority. Outside the
couriroon, the judge is supposed (o
be like any ather ¢ltizen. So, an the
streel, S/he must obey the lawfial
aulhorily of the pallce officer. When
on diity, the policcman or woman has
authorily over the public actons of all
cltizens excepl her/his superior
ollicers, HBul police olficers do not have
Jurisdiction over the privile activities
of villzens as long as they are nol
suspecled of being unlawlul, in
different way — differen! besinge the
maiure of the guthorly involved s less
siricily or explicilly defined — the
leacher has authority over her/his
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puplls in the classroom. The authorily
ol the tencher does nol extend into the
home of the pupll where parents or
puardians have primory responsibilily
and authority over their children,
There may be other forms ol
authorily that are nol so strietly
defined, bul are neveribeless elfvelive
in eleting consenl and cooperailion.
A good exnmple is the aulhorily
wiclkded by o rellirions lender. Alihosialy
aome insiltullonalised relidlons moy
have porlly formalised this nouthorly,
bul the lesader of a secl or other less-
institutienalised minoe rebiglous group
may wicld enormous authority
without It being formalised. Similnrly
reputed scholams, actists, writers nnd
olher intellectunls may wield o lot of
authority in Lthelr respectve Nelkds
withoul il being [oruilised. The saane
I8 Lrue of & criminal gang leader — he
or she nmay cxercise abaolute anthority
bul without uny lormal specifications,
The diffetence belween explicilly
codilled and more infoemal aathorily
= relevant Lo the notlen of the law, A
taw is an explicitly codified noem or
riade, 1L s nsunily wrillen down, and
there are laws Lhal specily how lows
are 1o be made or chansid, of whal is
to be done i somenne violdles themn,
A modern demogerntie society has a
given body of laws crealed through ks
legislature, which ¢onsist of elecled
representalives, The laws of (he lond
are enpcled in the name of the people
of that land by the people's
represenliotives. This law lorms the
formal body ol rules aceording Lo
which sacicty will be governed, Laws

npply (0 nll ¢ltbzens. Whelher or nol |
as an ndividuoal agree with o particalar
law, Ul hos binding foree on me as o
eliizen, and on all other cltizens
similarly regardless of their beliels,

So, dominatlon works Lhrough
power, bul much of this power is
actually legitimale power or authorily,
a large pari ol which is codified in kaw,
Consent and eooperation are oblained
on a regulurand rellable basis because
of the backing af 1this structure of
legitimation and formal institutional
support. This does nof exhrust the
domain ol power or domingtion —
there are many kinds of power that are
ellcctive in sociely even though they
are Hlegitimabe, or i legitimsie are nol
vodified in law. It is the mix of
legitimate, lawful authority and other
kinds of power that delermines the
nature of a social system and also jis
dvnsices.

Contestation, Crime and Violenee

The existenee of domtnation, power,
legitimnte authority and law does motl
imply that they always mect with
obedience and conformily, You huve
abready read about the presence of
conflict and competition in sociely. In
2 similar way, we need (o reeognise
more general forms of conlestation in
sociely. Contestation is wscd here as
simpiy a word for broad forms of
insistent disagreement. Competition
and conflict are more specifle than
this, and leave oul olher forms of
dissent thal muy nol be well deseribed
by such lermal



One example §s thal of ‘counter
cullures’ pmong youlth or “vouth
rebellion’, Thiese ure prolests ngonins)
ar refusal lo eonform o prevalent
aocial norms.  The content of these
prolesis may involve anything from
hairstyles and clothing fashions (n
Innguage or lUfestyle. More standard
ar conventional forms of contestatlon
Include eleéclivns — which are a form
of political competiton. Conlesiations
ilso inelude dissenl or prolest agoinst
lows or lawful authorities, Open and
democmlie societies allow this kind of
dissent (o dilferent degrees, There are
both explicit and Imphelt boundaries
defined for such dissenl; crossing
these boundaes tnviles some form of
reaciion lrom socledy, usunlly from the
low enlorcement authoritles.

As you know very well, belng
undted a3 Indians does nol provent us
from disngrecing with coach olher.
Different polilical partles may hoave
very differenl agendos even though
they. mny respeel the same
Conslitution, Bellel in or knowledse
of the same sel of trallic mles does
nal prevent hesiled arguments on the
road, In other wonds, socinl onder need
nol men Samencss o unsnimity, On
the other hand, bow imich diTerenee
ar dissent is loltmted in sociely is an
imporinnl question, The answer 1o
this gquesilon depends on social and
histarieal elretmstances bul 10 always
marks an imporiant boundary in
sociely, the boundary belween Lhe
legiilmale and the illegitlmale, Lhe
legal and the ilegal, and the
acerpiabile and the unaceeptable,

Although iU generally curries a
strong morml charge, the notlon of
crime s sirictly dedved [rom the law,
A crime ix an act that vielalés an
cxizling law, nothing more, nothing
less, The morn! worlh of the acl is not
delermined solely by the [act that (L
violntes existing law. Il the existing low
is believed 1o be unjust. for example,
a person may cladm (o be hreaking it
lir the highes! moml rensons, Thisis
cxaclly whal the leaders ol the
Freedom Movement in ldin were
doing as parl of their "Civil
Disobiedience’ vampaign, When
Mahatime Gandhl boke the sall law
of the Brillsh government al Dandi,
he waos commitiing o erdme, and he
was prrested for L Bul he comunitled
thig ctime deliberately and proudly,
and the Indian peaple were also proud
ol him and whatl he stood for. OF
course, these are not the anly kinds
of erime il are comnmiliied! There ane
iy olher kinds of crime thal ciinnol
clonbm any greal moral vicue, Bul te
important paint is thot a crime is the
breaking of the law — going bevoned
the boundiry of legitimnate dissent as
defined by the law,

The gquestion of vielende relatds at
the bropdesd level (o the basle dellnition
of the siate. One of the defining features
of the modern slate is that 1L is
supposcrd 10 have o monopoly over the
use of legitinule violence within s
Jurisdiction. In other words, anly the
stale  (Lthrough  its authorised
funetionaries) may awlully use
violenee — zill olther instanees of
violenee dre by dedinilion illegal. [There
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are exceplions like sell delense meril
for extrnordinary and rare siluntions),
Thus, technically, every act of violence
s &een as being directed ngainst the
stale. Even i1 assoull or murder somme
olher individusl, It is the state (hal
prosecules me for vielaling lis
monopoly over the legiibmale use of
vialenoee,

il s obvious that violemee s the
enemmy 6 soclil order, and an exireme
[ of contesiation thal tminsgresses
nol only the law; bul imporian! social
norms, Violence in soclely Is the
product of social lensions and
indicales the presence of serious
protilems. 1L isalso o challenge to the
authority of the stale. o this sense |
algo marks the Gllure of the feghne of
legitimudlon and consent and the open
outbrenk of conflivis '

Sociar Duooedr ano Cuance I8 ViLLaoe,
Town ann Croy

Mosl socictes can be divided nto rural
and urban seclors. The conditions of
Ui and Wherefore he lorms ol soial
organisallon ki these seclors ane very
different from each other. So alsa,
therefore. are the forms of socinl order
that prevail in these sectors, and the
kinds of socinl chasnge that are most
significand in cachy

We all think we koow what is
meant by a village and by a lown or
city. But how cexactly do we
dilferentinte between them? {see also
the discussion in Chapler 5 on Village
Studies in the section on
M.N. Srinivas), From a sociologieal
polnt of view, villages cmnerged as part

of the major changes in social
strueture brought aboul by the
tranddtlon romm nomadic wavs of Hfe
based on hunting, gathering food and
trnutent agrculture loa more setiled
forn: of e, With the development of
sedentary forms of agricullurme — or
forms that did nol lnvolve moving from
place 1o place — social structure also
changed, Investment in land and
technological  Innovations  in
agrcullure ereated the possibility of
procducing a surplus — somethilng over
and above what was necded for
survival. Thus, sellled agricullure
meant  that wealthh could be
accumubated and this also brought
with U social Miferences. The more
advanced division of labour also
ercated the need for oceupational
spechalisation. Al of these changes
logether shaped the cmergence of the
village as a populallon setilement
bused on a particalar form ol social
onganisalion.

In eronomic and administrntive
lerms, the distinetion belweon ruml
and urbian scttlements is usually meade
on the basis of two major faclors:
population density and the proportion
of agriculture related cconomic
activitics. [Conlrary Io apps=smnoes,
size Is nol always decisive; it becoimes
difficull to separale lamgde villages and
small lowns on the basis of population
size nlone) Thus, citics and towns
have a much higher densily of
population —or Lhe number of persores
per unit area. such as a square km —
than villages., Although they are
smaller in lerms of absolule numbers
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of peaple, villages are spread out over
a relatively larger neve. Villages nre also
distingulshied from lowns nnd citles by
the larger share olagriculiuml activities
in thelr econemic profile, 1n other
waortls, villnges will have a significant
proportion of s population engaged
in agrlenliure lnked accupations,
much of whot is produced there will be
agricullural producits, and most of s
brorme will be rom sgricualinne,

The distincelion belween a town and
ity Is much more a maller of
administrtive delinition. A town and
cily are basically the same sort of
setlement, differentiated by siee. An
‘wrban agglomerallon’ (a lerm used n
Censuses and oflicial roporis) refers o
seity along with its surrounding sub-
urtran areas and satellite settlomenls
A ‘'metropolitan area’ includes more
thin one city, or a continuous urban
setillemeni many tmes the size of o
single cily. _

Given Lthe directlions in which
modern socleles have developed, the
process of urbanisation has been
expirienced in most countries. This is
the procvess by which a progressively
larger nnd' larger propovilon of the
country’s population lyes In urban
rather thdan rural areas. Most
developed countries dre now
overwhelmingly urban. Urbanisation
is mlso the trend in developing
courtries: il min be Bstor or stower, Bt
uriless there are special reasons
blocking i, the provess does seem o
oceur in most conlexts, Aceording to
United Nations report {2014), 54 per
event of the wordd's population lives In
urban areas, a proporton that is

expoedied Lo lnencase (o 66 per cenl by
2050 [Unitex] Nations, Department ol
Ecanome and Social Alfairs, Mopulaton
Division, 2014, World Population
prospects).  Indian socicty is also
cxpericncing urbanisation: the
percentage of the population living tn
urbian areas has inereased from a e
less than [ per cent in 1901 to a litle
more thanl7 per cent in 1951, soon
afler independence. The 2001 Census
shows thal ulmost 28 per cent of Lhe
population Hves In urban areas.,
According Lo 2011 Census repord,
37.7 per coenl populalion of India lves
i urban nrens.

Sovcial Order and Soclal Change in

Because of the objective conditions in
villages being differenl, we can expect
the nature of social order and social
rchange to be differend as well. Villages
are smull in seee so they usually permit
e personalised relationships; it is
ool unusual tor members of a villuge
o know all or most olther members by
sighl. Morcover, the socisl striclune
in villages tends to lollow a more
traditonal patlerne insUlutions ke
caste, religlon, and other forms of
customany or traditional soctal practice
are stronger here, For Lthese reasons,
unless there are special circumstances
that make or an exceplion, change is
slower Lo grrive in villages Lo o lowns,

There are also olher reasons for this,
A varlety ol lnctors ensure that the
subordinate sectons of soclely have
much less scope lor expressing
themselves in rurad arcas than their
tounlerparis: in cities. The lack of
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anonymily wnd distiance 6 e village
mukes 1L dilflealt lor people Lo dissent
because they can be cusily ldentifled
and "taught a lesson” by Lhe dominant
sections. Moreover, the relative power
of the dominant sections is much more
because they contral most avenues of
cmplovmeni, and most resources of all
kinds. S0 the poor hive to deperd on
the dominanl sections sines theoe ane
nio allernative sources of cmployiment
or suppart. Given the small popubslion,
it is also very diflicull to gather large
numbers, partfcularly sinee efforls
towards this cannol be hidden from the
powerful and are very gquickly
supprvssed. So, inshort, if there is a
sirony power slrociune already in place
te o villawe, UL is very diflienll to dislodge
Il Chnge in the sense of shilis in power
are thns slow .md_luu:mumfuu inrarml
arcus beéchuse the sociil order is
stranger und more resilient

Change of vlhier sorts is nlso slow
Ly comie Dicnuse villnges are seitlemed
and nol a8 well conneetad Lo Lhe rest of
the world as citles and towns are. Of
ocotrse, new modes of cotmmiiribeation,
partlcularly the telephone and the
Lefevision have changed this.. So Lhe
cullural “lag’ between villages and
towns 1s now much shorier or non-
exdstent. Communication lnks of other
surts (romd. rail) bave also penerally
improverd over time sp that few villnges
can really ¢laim to be ‘isolated” or
remoie’, words ofien onthinkingly
attached to villages in the past. This
has also accoclorated the pace of change
sumewhat.

Far obvious reasons changes
assncialed with agriculture or with

ngrarian soedil refations have a very
mujor npact on rural socieles. Thus,
mezsures like land relorm which aller
the struchure of lnnd ownership have
ni fnmnedinte inpact. To India, the st
phase ol land reforms afller
independence ook away proprictary
tighls from absenlee landlords and
gave them (o the groups that were
netually moanaging the lnnd and s
puliivsition i the villnge, Most of these
groups belongrd (o intermedinle cosies,
and though they were aflen nol
themselves the enliividlors, they
neguldtred rights over land.  In
combination with their number, this
fadtor inereasvd thelr Socinl stalus and
pobitical power. because their voles
muliered for winning clections, MUN,
Srintvas los tiuner these groups as the
‘dominanl enstes’. In many reglonnl
conlexts, the dominant casles became
very powerful in econamic terms and
dotniraled the countryside and henee
also clectoral politles, In more recent
times, hese dominanl casies are
themselves facing oppoesition from the
naseriive uprisings of castes further
below them, the lowesd and the most
backwiird castes, This has led (o major
social upheavals in many stales like
Andhr Pradesh, Bihar, tior Pradesh
nnd Tamil Nadu.

in the same way, changes in the
techaological  organisallon ol
ngriculiure nlso has a large and
immediale mpact on rural soclely,
The introducllon of new labour saving
mpchinery or pew cropping pallerns
iy nlter the demand for labour and
thus change the relative bargalning
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strength of different soctal groups ke
landlords and labourers. Even I they
don't directly alfect labour demand,
technological or economie clianges can
change the coonomie power ol dilferent
roups and this set i motlien & chaln
of changes. Sudden fuctuations n
agricuttural prices. droughts or lloods
can cause havoe i raral society. The
receni spate of fammer sulcides in India
is= an example of this. On the other
hand. large scale development
programmes atmed at the rural poor
can also have an enonmpous mpact
A good example of this 1s the
Mahatma Gandhi Natlonal Ruoral
Employment Guarantee Act of 2005
(MGNREGA).

Activity 5 -~
Firid anl more shout the upﬁhhrml

G 141! Nutlonul Hm'nl.’ ;

does 1t afm to da? erfsltum#uud ,
:unh it fmpuﬂqnt tevelopment

1 cloes il
face? Whil wmtm be the !thnfn
consoyuences if il suocends?

Social Order and Soclal Change in
Urban Areas

it 1s well known that though the city
iself s very old — even anclent
societies had them — urbantsm as
way of life for large segments of the
population s a modern phenomendin.
Before the modern era, trde. religlon
and warfare were some ol the major
factors that decided the location and
impartinee of citivs. Cites that were
focated on major tride routes, or had
sultable harbours ad ports had @
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naturil advantage, So dud cllies that
were well located from the point of
view of mlilitary sirategy. Flnally,
religious places atiracted [arge
numbers of pllgrims and thus
supported an urban economy. In
India foo we have examples of such
old citles, including the well known
mecieval trading towns of Tezpur on
the Brahmaputma river in Assam or
Rozitkode (lormerly known as
Calicut) on the Arabian Sea
northern Kerala. We also have many
examples of temple towns and places
of religlous pllgrimage, such as Ajmer
It Rafasthan, Varmnast (also known as
Henaras or Kashi) in Ular Pradesh,
or Madurat 1 Tamil Nadu.

As sociologlsis have polnted ont,
clty lfe and modernity go very well
together: 1n fact. each may be
considered an Inttmate expresston of
the ather. Though it houses farge and
very dense popiidations; and though it
has been known throughout history
as the site for mass politics, the city ts
also the domain of the modern
individuoal., In s combnation of
anonymity and the amenities and
nstitutions that only large numbers
can support, the city offers the
Inchividoial boundless poastbilitles for
fulfilment. Unlike the village. which
discourages mdividuality and cannot
olfer much. the clly purtures the
individual.

Butwhile the manv artists. writers,
and scholars who have celebrated the
city as the haven of the individual are
not wrong, it 1s-also true that freedom
and opportunity are avatlable only to
some individuals. More accurately.,
only a soctally and economically
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privileged minority can have the luxury
ol & predomiresnd by Iree aindd Ful ([T e,
M=t people who live in cities have only
Hmited aid relalive Ireedoms within
larger consfriinls. These ane the [amiliar
ceonomic and soclal constrainls
imposed by membership in social
groups of various Kinds, already known
Lo you from the previous chapler. The
vity, ton, fosicrs the development of
proup identitics— based on faetors like
race, religion, ethnicity, caste, region,
anich of course cliss — which are all well
ropreserided in wrban fife, i faet the
cancentration of lurge mumnbers in a
relatively small space intensifics
fdentities and makes them inlegrml
to strategics of survival, resistance
and pssertion.

Mol of the jmportant Esues and
problems of social order in lowns and
vities are related Lo the guestion of
space. 1igh population density places
a greal premium on space and creates
very complex problems of logisties, 1L
is the primuary tnsk of the urban social
order (o ensure the spatial viability of
the citv. This means Lhe organisation
and management of things like:
housing and residentinl patterns:-moss
transit systems for transporting large
mrihers of workers Lo and fo for work;
arranging for the goexistence of
residentinl, public and industrial lamd-
use zones; and foally all the public
heallh, sanitation, policing, public safety
and monitering neecds of urban
govermance.  Each of these funclions

A doctor checking a patient
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I& a huge underftoking i itsell’ and
preseals [ormldable challenges of
planning, lmplementation and
malntenance. What adds lo the
complexity is thal all of Uthiese tasks have
1o be performed ina conlext where Lhe
divisions and tensions of class, ethnicily,
religion, caste and so on are also present
and active.

For example, the guestion of urban
housing brimgs with Il a whole host of
problems. Shartage of housing for the
poor leads to homelessness, and the
phenamenon of ‘street people’ — those
who live and survive onithe streels and
footpaths, under hridges and flyovers.
abandoned bulldings and other emply
spaces. [Lis also the leading cause for

definilions viry, o sham is a congesled,
overcrowded neighibotrhood with no
proper clvic Facilities [sanitatlon, waler
supply, clectricily and so on) and
homes made of all kinds of bullding
malerials ronging from plasiic sheets
and cordboard Lo mulll-storeved
vonwerete structures.  Becuuse of the
absence of ‘sellled” property righis of
the kind seen clsewhere, slums are the
nalitril brecding ground lor “dadas’
and strongmen who fmpose their
authority on the people who live there.
Control over slum territory beeomes
the natural stepping stone lo other
kiruds of extra-legal setivities, including
criminal ared real ecstate-related gangs.

A girl child looking after Lhe sibling
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The worldwide pheoomenon of
‘gated communities’ s also found In
Indian eitles. This refers Lo Lthe
ereilion of afMluent nelghbourhoods
that are separated [(rom thelr
surroundings by walls and gales, with
controtled entry and exit. Most such
communities also have their own
paraliel civie facilities. such as water
amd electricity supply. policing and
seourity.

reasons mlghi pnnplh have for
wanting to lve In such ghﬁﬂ?.
Wit effects do you think it has an

.t
o




15

SONCTAL CHANGE AND SOCTAL ORISR IN RERAL AND DTHBAN SOOTETY




Finally, housing patteros are linked
o the economy of Lhe cily in crucial
ways. The urban Lranspart syslem Is
directly and severely aflected by the
loeation of residential arens relative Lo
industrial and commercial workplaces.
If these are lor npart. as is often the case.
an elaborate mass Lransil system mouast
be ereated and maintained.
Commuling becowmes a way of Ule and
an ever present source ol possible
disruplion. The transport sysivm has
i direet impact on the "qualily of Life' of
working peaple in the cily. Rellanee on
road transport and specially on privite
rather than public modes [Le, cars
rather than buses) creates problems of
Lralfie congeslion and vehicular
palltition. As will be clear to vou [rom
the above discussion, the apparently
simple issue of distribulion of lUving
space s aclually a very complex arned
multi-dimensional aspect of urban
soCicly.

The form and content ol social
change ln urban areas 14 also best
uriclerslond in relnlion o the ceniepld
quesilon of space.  One very viaible
clement of change s the ups and
downs experienced by partieular
nelghbourhoods and localltles. Across
the world, the city centre— or the cone
arest of the original city —hos hod many
changes- of lortune.  Aller belng the
power cenlee of the cliy in the [8th
and early 20th century, the clty centre
went through n period of decline in the
tatter holl of the 20th ¢entury, This
wiss alsa Lhe period of the growth of
suburbs as the aflluenl classes
deseerted the inner ety for the suburhs
[or a varidly of reasons, City cenlres
are experjeticing a revival now in many
mujor wesiern cilies as allempls (o
regenerale conununity e and the arls
bear frull. A related phenomenan is
‘Tenlriflcalion', which refers lo the
vonversion of a previously lower class
neighbourhooed into a middle and
upper class one, As real estile prices
rise, Il becomes more and more
profifable for developers Lo try and
ellect such a conversion. Al somie
painl, the campnign becomes self-
[Lilling ns renlal values inerease and
the locallly acquires a critical
mindmum of prosperous businesses
and residents. But sometimes the
ellort niay (all and the neighbourhood
goes back down Lhe cluss: seale and
telurns Lo s previous Slalusg
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&Hﬂty"?‘
iﬁummwwuﬂuim
u'ﬁqrmitug‘tniﬂ:gphmhi
nelghbourhoad? Do vou hnm
surh mstnnres?  Find om whot the
'locallty wus ke before this
‘happened, In whit wavs has it
clunged? How huve these changes
ffécted dilferent social aned
‘clusses? Who hencfits and who
Joses?  Who depides about changes
ul‘uﬁumt-—rhlhnumwm

form of public discussion?

Changes ih modes o mass
Iransporl may also bring about
significant social change In citles,
Aflordable, efflcient and sale public
transpor mikes o huge difference (o

ity life and can shape the social
charaeler of a clity apart [rom
inlluencing ils evonomic forlunes.
Many scholars have writlen on the
difference belween cities based on
public transport like London or Now
York and cities that depend mainly
on  individualised car-based
transport like Los Angeles. [l romains
io be seoeng for example, whether the
new Meiro Rail in Delhi will
significantly change soclal lile inthat
city. Bul the main issue regarding
soclal change In ellics, speclally in
rapidly urbunising counlrics like
Indin, i= how Lthe elly will cope with
constant increase In population as
migrants keep streaming in o add lo
s natural growth.

GLossawy

Customs Duties, Tariffs: Taxes imposed on goods entering or leaving & coumiry,
which increase its price and make It fess competttbe relstive to domestically

prothuced  gomds.

Dominant Castes: Term attributed (o MN. Srintvis: refers 1o landowning
Intermandiale eastes thal are numereelly lsrge and therelote enjoy poalltical

dominones in o given regian.

Gated Communities: lirban localities [usually upper class or affhzent)
sealed off from (s Surroundings by fences, walls and gates. with controlled

entry and exil

Gentrification: The lerm used o describe the conversion dlfa low class (arban)
nelighboirrhond into o middle or upper class nelghbonrbood:



Ghetto, Ghellotsation: Ordglmlly from the lerm used for the locality where
Jews Hved in modievn] European cities, todoy refers to any  neighbourboocd
with n cancentration of people of a particnlar religion, ethnicity, caste or ather
common |deniity. Ghettotsation 15 the process of creation of ghettoes tormugh
the ronversion of mised composition netghbourhomds nlo single Fommunity
neighbourhoods

Legitimation: The process of moking: legitimmte, or the grounds on which
something is considered legitimate, Le., propern, josi. right ete,

Masxs Tran=il: Modes of sl oty tmnsport for larpe oumber of people.

Exenrisies

. Wonld you agree with the stofement thot rapid socinl chonge is: a
comparatively now phenomenon in human historyy  Give reasons. for
VOUF ANsSWern

2 How is soctal change to be distingulshed from other kinds of change?

4. What do vou understand by ‘sinictural change'? Explain with examples
other than those In the lext '

4 Describe some kinds of environment-related sbeial change,

What are sonie kinds of changes brought aboit by technolopy and (he
COTHUIY F

What s meant by social order and how s it mointoined?

What js:outhority nnd how is it related (o dondnotion and the law?
How are a village, town amd city distinguished from each other?
What are seme features of social order in rural areas?

10, What are seme of the challenges (o sprlal order In uwrban areas?

o

L
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